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SWAFFHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR 
THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st.  DECEMBER, 

1951. 


STAFF. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health - - .Robert  N.C.  McCurdy,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 

D.P.H. 

Sanitary  Inspector. 0 .C.  Frobisher,  M.I.  Mun.E.,  A.M.I. 

Struct .E.,  F.Inst.H.E.,  C.R.S.I. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area 


7592  acres. 


Population  (estimated  by  Registrar  General  at 

mid-year ) . .  . . 2,923. 

Number  of  Inhabited  houses  at  1 .4. 51 •  •  •  » ° *• »•••*• 0 0 •! s ^91 * 


Rateable  Value  at  1 .4. 5l • 
Product  of  Penny  Rat e... •••••••••"•<><>• 

Council  Houses  completed  in  1951 . . 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  &  Gentlemen, 
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I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  sanitary 
circumstances,  health  and  vital  statistics  of  your  District  for 
the  year  1951* 


The  health  of  the  District  has  been  good  on  the  whole. 

There  has  been  a  small  rise  in  the  birth  rate  but  this  has  been 
due  more  to  a  fall  in  the  total  population  than  to  an  increase  m 

the  number  of  births. 


The  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  and  in  the  death  rate 
was  partly  due  to  the  influenza  epidemic  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year!  1 The  figures  for  the  number  of  stillbirths  and  of  deaths 
of  infants  under  one  year,  are  too  small  to  be  statistical  y 
significant • 


There  was  a  fall  in  the  total  number  of  notifications  of 
infectious  diseases,  which  was  at  a  high  level  in  1951  owing  to  the 
epidemic  of  measles  in  that  year.  Increases  occurred,  howev  er, 
in  the  number  of  notifications  of  scarlet  fever,  whooping  cough 
and  pneumonia. 


National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  47. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  the  above  section 
of  this  Act. 
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Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949.  Regulation  20. 


As  I  explained  to  you  in  ray  Annual  Report  for  1950,  you  have 
power  under  this  regulation  to  insist  upon  the  heat  treatment  of 
milk  if  it  is  known  to  be  infected  with  disease  communicable  to 
man. 


In  cases  where  you  exercise  this  power,  you  are  obliged  to 
pay  compensation  to  the  milk  producer  for  any  loss  he  may 
sustain. 

Such  a  case  did  occur  in  1951,  in  your  District,  and  it  was 
only  owing  to  the  very  generous  waiving  of  his  right  to 
compensation  by  the  farmer  concerned  that  you  v/ere  spared  from 
meeting  a  heavy  claim. 


Pood  Poisoning 

outbreaks. 

No  cases 

of  food  poisoning  were 

notified  during 

the  year. 

MEDICAL  STATISTICS. 

BIRTHS. 

Male, 

Female. 

Total. 

Live  Births 

23 

19 

42 

Stillbirths 

1 

1 

2 

Population  at  mid-year,  births,  birthrate,  stillbirths 

and  stillbirth  rates  during  the  past  five  years. 


1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951. 

Population 

2,632 

2,822 

3,024 

3,048 

2,923 

Births  (total) 

32 

45 

34 

40 

42 

Birthrate,  per  1,000  of 
population 

12.1. 

15.9 

11.3 

13.1 

14.4 

Stillbirths 

1 

0 

0 

1 

2 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  of 
populat ion  - 

0.38 

0 

0 

0.33 

0.68 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000 
total  births 

31.2 

0 

0 

24.4 

45.4 

Deaths 

Male . 

Female. 

Total , 

All  Ages 

30 

17 

47 

Infants  under 

1  year. 

1 

0 

1 

This  infant  death  was  reported  by  the  Registrar-General 
but  could  not  be  traced  by  the  District  Registrar. 
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Population  at  mid-year,  deaths,  deathrate.  infant  deaths 
and  Infant  Mortality  Hate  during  the  past  five  years . 


1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

Populat ion 

2,632 

2,822 

3,024 

3,048 

2,923 

Deaths 

42 

28 

45 

34 

47 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of 
populat ion 

15.9 

9.9 

14.9 

11,15 

16.1 

Infant  deaths 

2 

0 

3 

2 

1 

Infant  mortality  rate  per 
1,000  live  births 

62.5 

0 

88 

50 

23.8 

Deaths  from  certain  selected  causes  during 
past  five  years  (figures~iTs  availableTT 


the 


Cau  se 

1947 

3948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

Tuberculosis,  all  sites 

- 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Bronchitis  &  Pneumonia 

- 

1 

5 

1 

6 

Other  notifiable 
infectious  diseases 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Motor  vehicle  and  other 
accidents 

- 

1 

0 

2 

1 

Pregnancy,  childbirth 
and  abortion 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cancer 

— 

8 

5 

3 

10 

10 

Deaths  according  to  ages  (compiled  i 

hy  the  District  Registrar) . 


Age 

Group 

Male 

— 

Female 

Total 

Under 

1  year 

0 

0 

0 

1  and 

under 

5 

0 

0 

0 

5 

11 

11 

10 

1 

0 

1 

10 

11 

11 

20 

0 

0 

0 

20 

11 

11 

30 

0 

0 

0 

30 

n 

11 

40 

0 

0 

0  1 

40 

it 

it 

50 

2 

0 

2 

50 

it 

ti 

60 

4 

3 

7 

60 

II 

it 

70 

5 

1 

6 

70 

It 

11 

80 

11 

6 

17 

80 

It 

11 

90 

7 

5 

12 

90 

and 

over 

0 

2 

2 

1 _ 

Total s 

30 

17 

47 
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Causes  of  death  at  ages  above  1  year  and  below  50° 


Age  Group 

Sex 

Cau  se 

5  to  10 

Mai  e 

Pneumonia 

40  to  50 

Male 

Heart  disease 

Male 

Cancer 

In  addition  two  persons  over  80  died  following  accidental 
fall s . 


Deaths  from  all  causes,  Registrar-General’s  Short  List. 


List  Ho. 

Cause 

Male 

Pemale 

Total  1 

10 

Cancer,  stomach 

1 

2 

3 

11 

Cancer,  lung  bronchus 

1 

0 

l 

14 

Cancer,  other  sites 

3 

3 

6 

17 

Vascular  lesions  of 
nervous  system 

6 

0 

6 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

2 

6 

8 

20 

Other  heart  diseases 

5 

2 

7 

21 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

3 

1 

4 

22 

Influenza 

l 

1 

2 

23 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

2 

24 

Bronchitis 

4 

0 

4 

25 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

1 

0 

1 

29 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

2 

0 

2 

34 

Accidents  other  than 
motor  vehicle 

0 

1 

1 

Total s 

30 

17 

47 

etc. 

in 

this  District  with 

’  kJ  Kw/J - L.  Vj  1 JL  J-  kj  2  '-A.  w  J-A 

those  of  England  and 

'  7al  e  s 

and 

of 

the  Administrative 

County  of  Norfolk  in 

1951. 

Engl and 
and  Wales 

Norf  oik 

Sw  af  f  h  am  U  •  D , 

Birth  rate 

15.5 

14.8 

M 

> 

0 

Stillbirth  rate  per 

1,000  of  population 

0.36 

0.36 

0.68 

Death  rate 

\r\ 

• 

CM 

1 — 1 

12.4 

16.1 

Infant  mortality  rate 
per  1,000  live  births 

29.6 

29.5 

23.8 

Tuberculosis  death  rate 
per  1,000  of  population. 

0.31 

0.17 

0 

0 

0 

Tuberculosis  case  rate 
per  1,000  of  population 

1 - — - 

- 

0.85 

0.34 

_ 1 
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Infectious  diseases  notified  during  the  past  five  years 


Disease 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

Tuberculosis,  all  sites 

2 

0 

2 

5 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

6 

2 

4 

6 

Whooping  cough 

12 

28 

2 

1 

13 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Erysipelas 

~  U 

0 

r  t~ 

- r-Q 

0 

Measles 

0 

10 

2 

131 

r 

Pneumonia 

1 

2 

0 

0 

9 

Infectious  jaundice 

0 

0 

4 

2 

1 

Infectious  diseases  notified  in  1951  by  ages. 


Disease 

Under 
1  yr. 

i-5 

5-10 

10-15. 

15-25 

25-45 

45-65 

Over 

65 

Tot  ai 

Tuberculosis, 
all  sites 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Scarlet  fever 

0 

1 

2 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

6 

Whooping  cough 

0 

10 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

“0 - 

13 

Measles 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

3 

Pneumonia 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

3 

9 

Infectious  jaundice 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Infectious  diseases  notified  in  1951  by  months 

of  notification . 


Disease 

J~  ciin 

Peb 

Mar 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

Dov 

Dec 

Total 

Tuberculosis, 
all  sites 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Scarlet  fever 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

Whooping  cough 

2 

2 

5 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

13 

Measles 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

Pneumonia 

4 

3 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

9 

Infectious 

jaundice 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

l 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of. -oases . on 

t he  tuberculosis  register  at  Rl. 12.51  compared  with 

Rl.12.50. 


Respiratory 

Non- Respiratory 

Trrand 

Tot  al s . 

Male 

Pemal e 

Total 

Male 

P  emal e 

Total 

31.12.50 

7 

5 

12 

1 

4 

5 

17 

31.12.51 

7 

5 

12 

0 

1 

1 

13 

5 


* 
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I  should  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council 
and  my  colleagues  on  the  staff,  for  their  continued  support  and 
help  during  the  year# 


I  have  the  honour  to  he, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


ROBERT  H.C.  McCURDY. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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SANITARY-  INSPECTOR  «S  REPORT  FOR  YEAR  1951. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  &  Gentlemen, 

I  herewith  present  my  Annual  Report  for  your  information 
and  considerati on; - 

BUILDING. 


During  the  year  the  following  houses  were  "built  and 
occupied; - 

Council  Houses. 10 
Private  Hou ses....................  1 

Total. o  o  o  °  «  11 


The  total  number  of  properties  owned  (or  managed)  "by  the 
Council  at  the  end  of  1951  Is  as  follows 

Council  Houses.  .......c...........  <^40 

Requisitioned  Houses  .......  ...... .  1 


Total ......  241 

The  total  number  of  houses  in  the  Urban  area  at  the  end  of  the 
year  is  1,089  of  which  240  are  Council  houses,  thus  the  Council  own 
22  per  cent  of  the  houses  in  the  area. 

No  grants  were  made  during  the  year  under  the  Housing  Act, 

1949  (Part  II)  whereby  the  Council  are  enabled  to  assist  property 
owners  to  recondition  their  properties. 

I  quote  para.  15  (General)  of  the  Ministry  leaflet,  ret . 

H.A.69,  as  follows;  - 

!,If  the  applicant  does  not  propose  to  proceed  with  the 
improvement  works  unless  he  receives  an  improvement 
grant,  he  would  be  well  advised  before  putting  himself 
to  the  expense  of  having  plans  and  specifications 
prepared,  to  consult  the  local  authority  as  to  whether 
there  is  any  prospect  of  their  considering  an  application 
favourably . " 

The  cost  referred  to  may  exceed  £25®  to  £50.  according  to 
the  extent  of  Architect’s  work.  At  the  present  moment  it  is 
not  clear  whether  the  Council  will  make  any  grant  if  t  le  informal 
inspection  of  the  property  and  the  examination  of  an  outline 
scheme,  receives  the  provisional  approval  of  the  Council. 

In  my  1950  report,  I  outlined  the  economic  importance  of 
encouraging  owners  to  recondition  properties  (as  this  would 
ultimately  obviate  building  expensive  new  houses  to  re-house  the 
tenants)  in  properties  which  could  reasonably  be  reconditioned. 

The  Council  do  not  appear  to  realise  the  future  possible 
savings  (in  cash  and  health)  involved  in  the  Act  referred  to. 

Many  tenants  are  unable  to  pay  the  high  rents  of  new  Council 
houses,  thus  if  a  Thouse  already  occupied  by _ them  is  reconditioned 
at  a  cost  of  (say)  £300,  the  rent  increase  is  limited  to  6  pox 
oent  of  the  expenditure,  i.e.  £13.  per  year,  just  under  7/-  er  vee-r'-> 

/and  since  the  existing 
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and  since  the  existing  controlled  rent  is  only  3/“  to  5/“  per  week 
in  majority  of  cases,  the  final  rent  is  10/-  to  12/-  per  week  as 
against  twice  such  rate  for  Council  houses.  Furthermore,  the 
loan  charges  on  the  Council  portion  of  the  grant  is  much  less 
than  in  the  case  of  new  Council  houses,  with  their  additional  costs 
of  maintenance  and  administrati  on, 

I  consider  that  a  far  sighted  policy  of  the  Council  in  above 
matter  will  relieve  the  future  ratepayers  of  a  heavy  financial 
burden. 

The  Council  itself  is  empowered  to  purchase  and  recondition 
cottages,  and  serious  consideration  should  be  given  to  this  power 
with  a  view  to  limiting  the  construction  of  houses  at  present  day 

cost  level. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 


The  Sewage  Works  scheme  of  reconstruction  is  still  held  up 
by  government  decree  and  no  useful  purpose  can  be  served  by 
repeating  reports  of  its  e  xis  ting  condition. 

SE '  i/ERAGE  . 

I  have  nothing  further  to  add  to  my  previous  report  except 
that  the  partial  closure  of  the  Cannery  has  reduced  the  number 
of  detritus  accumulations  on  the  flat  sections. 

HOUSE  REFUSE. 

This  service  has  been  regularly  maintained  throughout  the 
year  without  complaints  and  paper  salvage  has  been  commenced. 

STREET  SCAVENGING. 

Street  scavenging  and  cleansing  of  road  gullies  has  been 
systematically  carried  out  during  the  year  satisfactorily. 

RIGHT-SOIL  COLLECTION. 

The  regular  emptying  of  pail3,  middens,  vaults  and  cesspools 
has  been  carried  out  during  the  year  satisfactorily.  I  again 
emphasise  that  much  of  this  work  can  be  eliminated  by  the 
installation  of  water  closets  in  many  properties.  The  loan  charges 
of  conversion  grants,.'  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  less  than  the 
annual  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  and  this  saving  is  worth 
consideration.  The  drainage  from  these  conversions  would  have 
little  effect  on  the  existing  sewage  works,  and  there  is  adequate 
surplus  water  supply  for  the  purpose. 

From  the  public  health  standpoint,  the  passage  of  flies 
from  these  open  accumulations  into  houses  and  foodshops  cannot  be 
viewed  with  any  satisfaction  or  equanimity. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA . 

A  summary  of  the  work  done  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Department  is  tabulated  below  for  the  statistical  use  of  the 
Medical  Officer  and  for  information  of  the  Council; - 
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Item 

Inspections 

Notices 

served. 

Nuisances  abater! 
or  pending. 

Drainage  of  Premises 

7 

2 

2 

Factories 

22 

1 

1 

Workshops 

24 

1 

1 

Bakehouses 

8 

- 

- 

Poodshops 

19 

- 

- 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies 

16 

1 

r: 

Restaurants  . 

8 

- 

Verminous  Premises 

5 

1 

i 

Housing  defects 

38 

15 

15 

Overcrowding 

- 

- 

- 

General  Nuisances 

4 

i 

li 

Infectious  Diseases 

18 

- 

- . 

Rodent  etc.  Control 

27 

12 

11  (l  pend¬ 
ing). 

Dangerous  Buildings 

25 

7 

5  (2  shops 
pending),, 

Buildings  Demolished 

4 

l 

1 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds. 

12 

2 

2 

Water  Supply 

14 

- 

- 

Smoke  Nuisances 

6 

1 

1 

Total 

257 

45 

42 

As  previously  stated,  an  appreciable  proportion  of  the  houses 
in  the  town  are  owned  and  managed  "by  the  Council. 


The  inspections,  repairs  etc.  are  not  reflected  in  above 
table,  such  ?/ork  being  done  by  myself  and  the  staff. 

The  rodent  work  on  Council  estates,  Depot,  Refuse  tip,  Sewage 
Works  and  sewerage  system,  is  not  contained  in  above  table, 
which  is  solely  confined  to  matters  under  the  Housing  Act,  193^? 
Public  Health  Act,  193&  and  allied  statutory r  provisions. 

POOD. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  the  Meat  and  Poods  Inspector  for  the 
Urban  area  and  Inspector  at  the  Ministry  of  Pood  Abattoir  at 
Swaf f ham. 

The  slaughter  of  cattle,  pigs,  sheep  etc.  is  almost  daily, 
except  Sundays,  and  every  carcase  is  (together  with  the  offal) 
inspected  and  graded  A.B.  or  for  manufacturing  purposes,  or  for 
condemnation  and  destruction  (as  per  details  below)  and  whenever 

/necessary  the  advice 
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necessary  the  advice  and  co-operation  of  the  Ministry  Inspectors 
is  sought  and  obtained  in  difficult  and  borderline  cases,  and  the 
system  has  worked  very  satisfactorily. 

Periodic  inspections  of  cowsheds  and  dairies  have  been  made, 
milk  samples  collected  and  analysed  and  no  prosecutions  have 
been  necessary. 


Similar  inspections  are  made  of  premises  selling  Ice-Cream, 
samples  are  taken  at  intervals,  analysis  reports  received  and 
considered,  and  Y/here  necessary,  copies  of  such  reports  sent  to 
retailers  and  the  producers  with  any  necessary  advice. 

Generally,  milk  and  Ice-Cream  production  and  retailing  is 
satisfactory* 

Shops  retailing  food  are  under  constant  observation  and 
shopkeepers  and  assistants  are  made  aware  of  the  need  for  clean 
handling  of  foodstuffs.  Regular  visits  are  made  for  the 
examination,  approval  or  condemnation  of  tinned  goods. 

Market  stalls  and  vehicles  (the  latter  usually  refreshment, 
Ice-Cream  or  fish  vendors)  are  inspected  every  market  day, 
and  it  is  rarely  necessary  to  take  action,  the  v;eekly  market  I 
consider  to  be  a.  very  clean  one  compared  with  other  towns. 

Restaurants  or  cafes  are  periodically  inspected,  part icul arly 
the  kitchens,  and  I  have  not  received  any  complaint  or  detected 
any  contravention  of  the  clean  food  code  during  the  year. 

I  am  constantly  distributing  copies  of  the  bye-laws  made 
by  the  Council  with  respect  to  handling,  wrapping  and  delivery  of 
food  and  sale  of  food  and  stressing  paragraphs  where  necessary 
to  secure  any  improvements. 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Ltem 

( 

Cattle , 
excluding 
cows 

Cows 

halves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Total. 

1 

Humber  killed 

419 

47 

2 

970 

184 

1,622 

2 

Humber  inspected 

372 

41 

2 

945 

165 

1,525 

j 

3 

All.  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  s 

Y/hole  carcases 
c  ondemned. 

12 

8 

26 

23 

69 

4 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

31 

6 

72 

26 

135 

5 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  diseese 
other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis 

4/» 

2  % 

3  % 

2% 

av. 

3  cf 

y/° 

6 

Tuberculosis  onlys 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

16 

4 

_ 

*• 

4 

_ 

<!■ 

CM 

contd . 
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Item 

Cattle , 
excluding 
cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lamb  s 

Pigs 

Total . 

7  Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned. 

102 

7 

— 

— 

— 

109 
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FOOD  POISONING • 


No  outbreaks  occurred  during  the  year  and  daily  contact  is 
preserved  with  all  doctors  with  a  view  to  immediate  investigation 
into  suspected  cases  of  food  poisoning. 

POOD  &  DRUGS  ACT,  1938, 

All  sampling  is  done  by  the  County  Council  inspectors,  with 
whom  I  co-operate,  and  I  have  no  adverse  report  to  make  under 
this  heading. 

CLEAN  POOD  CAMPAIGN. 


Posters  and  handbills  are  distributed  to  shops  and  given 
public  display,  as  and  when  available  for  such  purpose,  and  I 
receive  the  full  co-operation  of  all  concerned  in  the  trade. 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937-1948. 

Section  1,  2,  3?  4  and  6  relative  to  cleanliness,  overcrowding, 
temperature,  ventilation,  lighting,  drainage  of  floors,  fire 
escapes,  emergency  exits  etc.,  were  the  matter  of  routine 
inspections  during  1951* 

Section  7  dealing  with  sufficient  and  suitable  sanitary 
conveniences,  separate  for  each  sex  was  applied  in  connection 
with  A. R.  Barham’s  garage. 

During  the  year,  a  total  of  46  routine  inspection  were 
made,  and  4  cases  occurred  in  which  defects  were  found,  2  remedied 
without  notices,  2  notices  were  served  in  connection  with  Barham’s 
garage  conveniences. 

The  occupiers  of  factories  and  workshops  in  the  district, 
maintain  their  premises  in  a  cleanly  state  and  give  every 
co-operat ion. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

In  accordance  with  the  Ministry  Circular  42/51  of  10th. 
December,  1951,  para.  6,  I  report  that  the  water  supply  of  the 
area  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity,  and  one 
bacterial  analysis  was  made,  the  resultant  report  being 
satisfactory.  No  complaints  of  contamination  were  received 
during  the  year. 

The  Council  acquired  the  Waterworks  during  October,  and  no 
data  is  available  for  the  year  in  respect  of  the  number  of 
dwell inghou se s  and  number  of  the  population  supplied  from  public 
water  mains,  (a)  direct  to  houses,  and  (b)  by  means  of  standpipes. 


A 


This  information  should  he  available  for  the  Annual  Report  for  1952. 

The  Council  intend  to  augment  supplies  in  the  immediate 
future  by  the  deepening  of  an  existing  borehole  and  sinking  an 
additional  borehole  at  the  Wo  irks. 

GENERAL. 

The  general  health  and  longevity  of  the  people  appears  to  be 
good,  but  this  is  a  matter  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  will 
fully  report,  but  I  do  consider  that  the  standard  of  health  can 
be  improved  by  the  Council  utilising  their  powers  under  the  Acts, 
and  I  have  made  previous  reference  to  reconditioning  earlier. 

The  inhabitants  of  many  old  houses  live  under  conditions  of 
acute  discomfort  due  to  living  in  sub-standard  premises,  which 
owners  are  powerless  to  improve  by  virtue  of  financial  economic 
considerations,  and  the  operation  of  the  Rents  Restriction  Act. 

The  operation  of  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  (particularly 
of  1949)  for  housing  reconditioning,  privy  conversions  etc.,  will 
improve  living  conditions  and  give  greater  happiness  to  a  considerable 
number  of  people  in  Swaffham. 

RECREATION  A KD  REST. 

The  Camp ingland  is  (I  believe)  a  town  trust  whereby  same  may 
be  used  for  archery  and  recreation.  When  the  new  school  is  built, 
it  is  possible  the  Campingland  area  will  be  free  for  a  rest  garden 
for  the  aged,  with  sedate  games  such  as  chequers,  croquet  etc. 

Although  the  existing  recreation  ground  in  Haspalls  Road  is 
useful  for  football  and  other  large  area  sports,  it  is  too  far 
away  for  most  children  to  enjoy  in  the  town. 

The  remainder  of  the  Campingland  could  be  used  for  establishment 
of  ^  children  *  s . playground  equipment,  a  paddling  pool  (water  supply 
and  drainage  is  adja,cent)  and  such  other  11  play 11  amenities 
particularly  suitable  for  children.  It  is  an  ideal  spot  for  such 
purpose,  in  the  centre  of  the  town. 

The  remainder  of  the  Campingland  could  be  later  developed 
for  public  (hard  and  grassed)  tennis  courts,  bowling  green  etc. 
as  may  be  considered  desirable.  Apart  from  public  subscriptions, 
efforts  etc.,  the  Playing  Fields  Association  may  possibly  financially 
assist • 

Please  forgive  this  reference  to  recreation  and  rest  which  is 
somewhat  unusual  in  a  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report,  but  I  do  believe 
the  children  of  the  town  would  be  safer,  happy  and  healthier 
with  the  establishment  of  above  play  centre  on  the  Campingland, 
which  is  situated  away  from  the  main  roads. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

CHARLES  FR03ISHER. 


Sanitary  Inspector. 
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